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'TsH^RtInEO statutory period for reply ,S set to expire 1 MONTHO, PROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS pOMMUI^g^^^VR*^^^ ,n no event, however, may a reply be Ume^ filed 

■ earned («tent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)12 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 16Maii2000. 
r—i V ■ PiMAL 2b)S This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 12 Claim(s) 1:65 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 0 Claim{s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

m Claim(s) i65 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

90 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

I o n The drawing(s) filed on _ is/are: 3)0 accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner^ 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR r 85(a). 
Applicant may n m is- approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approveu 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12)D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Prioritvurjder35U.S.C.§§119and120 
, 3)D Acknowledgment is n,ade of a claim for foreign pnority under 35 U.S.C.1 1 19(aMd) or (f). 
a)nAll b)D Some*c)n None of. 

1 □ certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 0 certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No^ ■ 
3D copies Of the certified copies of the pnority — received ,n this National Stage 

onnlication from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
. see the attache dSSoffce action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) DZre!gmentismadeofac.aimfordomesticpHorityund. 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional^application has been rece^ed^ 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or . 

AttachmenKs) ^ ^^^^^.^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^ p^p^^ No(s) • 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) p. informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) nNoticeofDraflsperson'sPatentDrav.ingRev.ew{PTO.»^8 ^ U 

3) □ infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . ^ • 6) U Other. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1 . Restriction to one of the following mventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

A. Claims 1-21, 49-54, and 56 are drawn to a ring system transmitting variable and 
fixed rate chamiels, classified in class 370, subclass 468. 

B. Claims 22-31 are drawn to a communications system wherein each station signals 
to each other the traffic condition, classified in class 370, subclass 522. 

C. Claims 32-34 are drawn to a method of preventing congestion caused by buffer 
full condition, classified in class 370, subclass 416. 

D. Claims 35-48 are drawn to a method of allocating a communication channel, 
classified in class 370, subclass 431. 

E. Claims 55, 57-63 are drawn to communication system and method a specific time 
slot is reserved for each connection, classified in class 370, subclass 443. 

F. Claims 64 and 65 are drawn to a method of converting a system of digital signal 

to another, classified in class 341, subclass 50. 
2. InventionsA,B,C,D,E,andFareumelated.Inventionsareunrelatedifitcan 

that they are not disclosedascapableofuse together and they have different modesof operation, 

different fimctions, or different effects (MPEP § 806.04, MPEP § 808.01). In the instant case, 
the inventionAis directed toaring system transmitting variable and fixed rate channels; the 

inventionBis directed toacommunications system wherein eachstation signals to each other 
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the traffic condition; the invention C is directed to a method of preventing congestion caused by 
buffer foil condition; the invention D is directed to a method of preventing congestion caused by 
buffer full condition; and the invention E is directed to a method of converting a system of 
digital signal to another. Therefore, the inventions A, B, C, D, E, and F have different functions 
and different effects. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and the search required 
for each group is not required for other groups, restriction for examination purposes as indicated 

is proper. 

4. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected invention, the 
inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the 
currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in the 
application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by a request under 37 CFR 
1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nhat Do whose telephone number is (703) 305-5743. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday. 

ff attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on (703) 308-5340. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organizatior. where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-6743 for regular 
conmiunications and 703-308-6743 for After Final conununications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 
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